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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To lighten the burden of LAN management and, at the same time, to 
prevent occurrence of designation errors by managing the group address of a 
LAN by means of one set of computer and automatically registering or 
canceling the group address upon receiving requests from each equipment, 
CONSTITUTION; A group address setting means 10 is provided in the computer 
30 connected to a LAN. At the means 10 it is discriminated that whether a 
request is for setting or canceling a group address upon receiving the 
request by means of a receiving section 11. When the request is for setting 
a group address, a group address comparing section 12 checks whether or not 
the same address is already registered and, if the address is not 
registered, a group address registering section 13 registers the address as 
a new group address. When the address is already registered, an already 
registered address informing section 14 informs that the address is already 
registered. When the request is a canceling request, a group address 
canceling section 15 deletes the group address from the registration. Then 
an informing destination deciding section 16 decides related equipment and 
a transmitting section 17 informs each equipment of a processed result. 
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